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year on January 1, a quirky crowd of adventurers storms out
across North America for a spectacularly competitive event
called a Big Year -- a grand, grueling, expensive, and
occasionally vicious, "extreme" 365-day marathon of
birdwatching.
For three men in particular, 1998 would be a whirlwind, a
winner-takes-nothing battle for a new North American birding
record. In frenetic pilgrimages for once-in-a-lifetime rarities
that can make or break their lead, the birders race each other
from Del Rio, Texas, in search of the rufous-capped warbler,
to Gibsons, British Columbia, on a quest for Xantus's
hummingbird, to Cape May, New Jersey, seeking the offshore
great skua. Bouncing from coast to coast on their potholed
road to glory, they brave broiling deserts, roiling oceans, buginfested swamps, a charge by a disgruntled mountain lion,
and some of the lumpiest motel mattresses known to man.
The unprecedented year of beat-the-clock adventures
ultimately leads one man to a new record -- one so gigantic
that it is unlikely ever to be bested...finding and identifying an extraordinary 745 different species by
official year-end count.
Prize-winning journalist Mark Obmascik creates a rollicking, dazzling narrative of the 275,000-mile
odyssey of these three obsessives as they fight to the finish to claim the title in the greatest -- or
maybe the worst -- birding contest of all time. With an engaging, unflappably wry humor, Obmascik
memorializes their wild and crazy exploits and, along the way, interweaves an entertaining
smattering of science about birds and their own strange behavior with a brief history of other birdmen and -women; turns out even Audubon pushed himself beyond the brink when he was chasing
and painting the birds of America.
A captivating tour of human and avian nature, passion and paranoia, honor and deceit, fear and
loathing, The Big Year shows the lengths to which people will go to pursue their dreams, to conquer
and categorize -- no matter how low the stakes. This is a lark of a read for anyone with birds on the
brain -- or not.
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Mobi / Mp3 / Txt, The regular type of help documentation is really a hard copy manual that's
printed, nicely bound, and functional. Itoperates as a reference manual - skim the TOC or index, get
the page, and stick to the directions detail by detail.The challenge using these sorts of documents is
the fact that user manuals can often become jumbled and hard tounderstand. And in order to fix this
problem, writers can try and employ things i call "go over here" ways tominimize the wordiness and
simplify this content. I've found this approach to be extremely ineffective most of thetime. Why?
Because the big year are considered unsuitable to get flippedthrough ten times for just one task.
That is what online assistance is for.
If you realise your the big year so overwhelming, you are able to go aheadand take instructions or
guides in the manual individually. Select a special feature you wish to give attention to,browse the
manual thoroughly, bring your product and execute what the manual is hinting to complete.
Understandwhat the feature does, using it, and don't go jumping to a different cool feature til you
have fully explored the actualone. Working through your owner's manual by doing this assists you to
learn everything concerning your digitalproduct the best and most convenient way. By ignoring your
digital product manual and not reading it, you limityourself in taking advantage of your product's
features. When you have lost your owner's manual, look at productInstructions for downloadable
manuals in PDF
the big year are a good way to achieve details about operating certainproducts. Many products that
you buy can be obtained using instruction manuals. These user guides are clearlybuilt to give stepby-step information about how you ought to go ahead in operating certain equipments. Ahandbook is
really a user's guide to operating the equipments. Should you loose your best guide or even the
productwould not provide an instructions, you can easily obtain one on the net. You can search for
the manual of yourchoice online. Here, it is possible to work with google to browse through the
available user guide and find the mainone you'll need. On the net, you'll be able to discover the
manual that you might want with great ease andsimplicity
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